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Following the delivery of Ireland’s first marine spatial 
plan – the National Marine Planning Framework, the 
President of Ireland on 23 December 2021 signed 
into law the Maritime Area Planning Act, (the MAP 
Act) 2021. This new legislation will reform how future 
activities at sea are planned and regulated not only 
for renewable energy but also other activities of other 
sectors such as leisure and telecommunications. The 
MAP Act 2021 has been eagerly awaited by the Irish 
renewables industry replacing legislation going back 
to the 1930s which was clearly no longer fit for purpose. 
The enactment of this legislation is a key Government 
action from the Climate Action Plan. Providing this new 
legislative framework is essential to integrate effective 
planning, regulation, environmental assessment and 
public participation in the delivery of the 5,000 MW of 
offshore wind.  The delivery of this amount of offshore 
wind is a key action from the Climate Action Plan and 
achieving  80% renewable electricity by 2030

The Act includes the establishment of the Maritime Area 
Regulating Authority (MARA) who will be responsible for 
the management and enforcement of the new State 
consent regime – the Maritime Area Consent. Projects 
can only apply for development consent (‘planning 
permission’) when they secure a Maritime Area Consent.

Peter Lefroy, Dublin Array Project Director on the 
enactment of the MAP Act 2021 

The Maritime Area Planning Act brings 
Ireland closer to meeting  its renewable energy 
targets & delivering real Climate Action.

With COVID-19 restrictions easing, we are looking
forward to more public engagement throughout
2022 so keep an eye on our website for updates.

HERE IS A ROUND-UP OF OUR NEWS FOR 
THIS SPRING EDITION.

ENGAGE WITH US RIGHT NOW AT:
w: dublinarray.com/callback
e: dublinarray@rwe.com t: 01 902 0317

“We at Dublin Array welcome the news
of the MAP Act to harness Ireland’s huge
offshore wind potential. Our application
for a Maritime Area Consent (MAC)
will be the culmination of years of
development and environmental
assessments from our local team based
in Dún Laoghaire, supported by national
and international expertise in marine
ecology, engineering and a wide
range of skills.’

Hot air: Why the state’s energy
targets are already under threat.
Daniel Murray, Political Correspondent Business Post.

IN THE NEWS

The Sunday Business Post on 27th March had an 
article by Political Correspondent Daniel Murray on 
the Government’s 2030 renewable energy targets 
featuring an interview with Peter Lefroy, representing 
not only Dublin Array but also the offshore
renewables industry.

Peter welcomed Minister Eamon Ryan’s ambition for 
Ireland’s renewable energy targets , but said the 
requirements to actually deliver that were many
and complex.

They could, he said, be neatly broken down into the 
three key needs: the consenting and planning process 
has to be quick, the upgrade of grid infrastructure to 
land and transmit offshore energy needs to happen; 
and port infrastructure must be upgraded to facilitate 
gigantic turbines being brought to sea.

THE IPCC REPORT PRESENTS IMPERATIVE FOR 
IMMEDIATE TRANSFORMATIONAL CHANGE

The new Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) report published on 4th April provides the 
scientific evidence for transformational change 
including phasing out our dangerous dependence on 
fossil fuel use. The report outlines a number of solutions 
to the climate emergency such as renewable sources of 
energy such as wind and solar.

The vision and targets for
wealthy countries like
Ireland will be finalised
at - COP27 the next
Annual UN Climate
Conference in Egypt
later this year. 
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The 2022 Annual Wind Energy Ireland Conference 
takes place in the Burlington Hotel Dublin on 13 – 14 
April with the theme of ‘Build a Zero-Carbon Ireland.’ 
RWE Renewables are delighted to be the main 
sponsor for this conference which is a highlight of the 
Irish renewable energy calendar bringing together 
leading international leaders in wind energy. Speakers 
include Katja Wünschel, CEO Onshore Wind and Solar 
Europe & Australia for RWE Renewables. For the full 
programme click here 

For further information email:
emira@windenergyireland.com

SPEAKERS INCLUDE:
Katja Wünschel,
CEO Onshore Wind and Solar Europe & Australia 
Cathal Hennessy
RWE Ireland Country Chair
Mary Lou McDonald TD
Leader of Sinn Fein
Dr Cara Augusten
Assistant Professor in Landscape Studies and 
Environmental Policy, University College Dublin
Dr Hannah Daly
Lecturer in Sustainable Energy in UCC
Mairead McGuinness
Commissioner of the European Commission Financial 
Services, Financial Stability and Capital Markets Union, 
Brian Leddin TD
Green Party spokesperson on Climate Action 
Environment and Transport
Kieran O’Byrne
Onshore Development RWE, Stakeholder
Engagement/Communications.

Last year we deployed two Triaxys buoys to gather 
movements of the waves and currents at the Dublin 
Array Offshore Wind Farm site. This data will be used
to inform our wind farm design and will allow us to 
deliver the best project possible for the conditions.
See our live feed of the latest sea wave levels from 
Wave Buoy S1 Bray Bank and Wave Buoy S2 Kish
Bank click here.

It should be noted that the timeline below is our 
current estimate and may be subject to change 
dependent on policy and regulatory decisions made 
by the Government and regulatory bodies.

Q2, 2022 Maritime Area Consent Application
Q4, 2022 Public Consultation Exhibition
  (to be confirmed)
Q1, 2023 Renewable Energy Support Scheme   
  (RESS) Offshore auction
Q2, 2023 Development Consent
  (i.e. planning permission) application   
  submitted to An Bord Pleanála

2023-24 Detailed Design
  Procurement processes
2024  Final Investment Decision
2025-27 Construction contracts signed 
  Manufacturing
  Construction phase
2027  Subject to the project securing a   
  development consent, it is expected 
  that the wind farm could be    
  operational by 2027

Build a Zero-Carbon Ireland. How do you
measure the Sea?

Dublin Array
our timeline.

MEASURING THE SEA / OUR TIMELINEWIND ENERGY IRELAND CONFERENCE 2022

dublinarray.com
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https://windenergyireland.com/events/5901-wei-2022-annual-conference#:~:text=The%202022%20Annual%20Wind%20Energy%20Ireland%20Conference%20will,renewable%20auctions%20which%20will%20deliver%20our%202030%20targets%3F.
https://dublinarray.com/live-wave-current-data/.


NEW BRANDING FOR DUBLIN ARRAY

And finally, we are delighted to launch 
our new logo in this Spring 2022 
newsletter and on our website.

Thanks to Dún Laoghaire graphic designer Tim Bebbington of Faction Collective,
we have wonderful new logo and branding. Our new colours of dark blue, light
blue and white represent the elements of the coastal horizon – the deep sea,
the sky and clouds. Our new emblem of a lighthouse is based on Poolbeg
lighthouse on the Great South Wall, which is an iconic landmark of
Dublin Bay.  Like a lighthouse Dublin Array stands for stability and
security in Dublin Bay.

Hi, my name is Emma Gilleece and I am the
Community Liaison Officer for Dublin Array.
My role is to make sure that you are fully
informed of the proposed offshore wind
farm and its benefits to our net zero carbon

emissions goals and to your local community. Please
get in touch with any queries you might have in the 
following ways: Email: dublinarray@rwe.com
Phone : 01 9020317
Or arrange a call back from myself or one of our team
depending on the nature of your query - book a call
back. Looking forward to hearing from you.
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https://dublinarray.com/callback/.
https://dublinarray.com/



